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PROSPECTUS 


CONMSTUPGTION 
OF THIS PAPER. 


The present may with propriety be termed an era 
of Liberal Investigation. The iron hand of civil 
despotisin is palsied beneath the touch of reason ; 
ecclesiastical tyranny and oppression are fading, 
like the mists of the morning, before the steady, 
scrutinizing, and triumphant march of Trourn. 
Tavs, a Divine effulgence from the God of Nature, 
of Reason, and of Love, has pierced the gloom 
which centuries have witnessed, fostered by every 
degrading and repugnant principle abhorrent to 
humanity, and, pointing a celestial index, invites 
man to more genial climes—a brighter sun, and 
kindlier heavens. In the impressive language of 
Inspiration, “ Life and Immortality are brought to 
light by the gosreu.” The revelation of the Word 
and Will of God, the common Father, taking “ the 
wings of the morning, is visiting the remotest coi- 
ners of the earth.” Instead of slumbering in the 
cell of the ascetic, fettered with monkish legends, 
and the dreams of fanatics, the Scriptures, stripped 
of the illegitinvate apportionments of men, are daz- 
zling with all their lustre, and shining into the once 
benighted minds of rejoicing thousands. The fagot 
has ceased to blaze. The embers are cold; warm- 
ed only with the frozen relics which moulder in the 
bosoms of superstition’s ghastly train. Bursting 
upon the world, after the slumber of ages, the NEWs, 
or, “ good tidings of great joy,” is heard, for “ you, 
and all mankind.” God has unlocked futurity to 
man. The destinies of a world are proclaimed ; 
and the Father, Friend, and Saviour of mankind, 
viewed through the medium of his own communi- 
cations, is seen, the unchangeable Benefactor and 
Lover of the souls that he hath made. 

Involved with these considerations, are questions, 
momentous in their nature, universal in their appli- 
cation, and glorious in their import. The character 
and purposes of God, the origin and destination of 
man, in the aggregate, furnish sublime contempla- 
tion to him, who, reading with unclouded eyes the 
Testament of his heavenly Father, finds God his 
Friend, mankind his brethren, and heaven his home! 
In exchange for the husks of a mongrel theology, 
the fruit of darkness, gendered in the seclusion of 
bigoted error, accept the viands of Heaven, and feast 
at the banquet of TRUTH! Reason, ever attend- 
ant, waits, the cheerful assistant, at the repast. And 
a joy, more delicious than the fabled nectar of the 


gods, will succeed, with fruits, which will flourish in 
never-ending bloom. 

In accordance with the foregoing sentiments, 
Proposats for publishing the Fourth Volume ot 
the Gospex HEeRa.p are now offered to the Public. 
Its columns are open to the world. No conditions 
incompatible with reason will be required, even of 
our bitterest opponents in principle, and those, who 
in sentiment are our foes. Sound reasoning, and 
strong arguments, will always have a decided pre- 
ference in our columns, particularly when opposed 
to the Editor’s sentiments and those of his com- 
peers; with the only condition of decency in ex- 
pression, and a prolixity compatible with the size of 
this work. 

Truth is the object ; reason, the means to obtain 
it; and the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
sents, the source from which alone it is to be ob- 
tained. Impartial discussion, not dogmatical opin- 
ions, sanctioned only by tradition and the tpse dirit 
of fallible men, will refute error and elicit truth. 
Friends and opponents, in religious sentiments, 
therefore, are invited to patronize this Paper, by 
giving their aid in subscriptions, and enriching its 
columns with mental support. 

To those who fear the prevalence of the doc- 
trines we advocate, our motto says, “Fear nor; 
Jor behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to a1... people 2” To those who would 
oppose the stale objection of the licentious tendency 
of the faith we confess, an apostle says, “ For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath 
appeared, teaching us, that denying ungodliness, aud 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world ; looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” 


CONDITIONS. 


This Work will be of the Super-Royal Octavo 
size ; each Number containing eight pages, of two 
columns each ; on fine Super-Royal paper, at Two 
DOLLARS pet year, payable m advance. 

It will be published every Saturday, devoted to 
theological discussion and inquiry, without regard 
to name, sect, or party. 

This Paper will be printed on a Burgeois type, 
of which this is a sample, and make a Super-Royal 
Octavo volume of 420 pages annually, including an 
Index to the contents, which will be delivered to 
Subscribers at the close of the year, to complete the 
volume. 

No Subscription for a less term than one year, 





(which includes one whole volume,) will be received 
New- York, May 10, 1823. 
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rO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Dean Str,—Your promptitude in noticing my 


former communication, encourages me with a hope 
that the present will not be deemed an intrusion, 
when Lassure you, that my addressing you again, is 
net (rom arrogating to myself that I am theologist 
sufficient to confute vour tenets; neither do L enter 
the field of controversy for the sake of argument, 
but merely from a desire of gaming satisfactory im- 
formation on so important a question as the final 
happiness or misery of man. And as I cannot per- 
ceive vour remarks to bear anv analogy to mv former 
L will, (with deterence, 


At present I belong 


reqi st oiler iV opmion, 


by way of replication. to no 


sect, but [duly consider the import of Paul’s warn- 
Col. ii. 8, which makes 


me, me 


about pinning my faith on any man’s sleeve, with- 


very tenacious 


out isis doctrine ts both cogent and convincing. 

You say, “ No man is free to sin, because he is 
Jorbidden to sin.” "This, (with due deference,) ] 
hold to be a contradiction im terms; for man cer- 
tainly does commit sin. Now, if it is not of his own 
free will, of whose will is it that he does sin? Sure- 
lv you wont say it is God’s will. If God’s will, 
of M hat ! 


God forbid a man to do that which is according to 


where is the necessity anv injunction ? 


the counsel of his own will! 


In my opinion, that 


Whi 


good in preference to evil, in 


would be no great proof of infinite wisdom. 
are we bid to choose 
order that we might live? Is it not on the supposi- 
tion that we have the power of choosing 7 It would 
be preposterous to tell a man to do a thing (know- 
ing at the same time,) that it was impossible for him 
to do. 
so in a Being possessing infinite wisdom ? 
( To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Of T. G.’s first paragraph, we shall say no more 

than that we pass it by,as an exordium. 


If preposterous in man, how much more 


T. G.’s second paygraph is a definition, we pre- 
sume, of the phrase “ contradiction in terms.” 
Quere. Isa man free (i. e. at liberty) to do that 
which God has forbidden ? Our correspondent will 
have the condescension to grant us the privilege of 
judging and deciding, that freedom without diberty, 
is no freedom at all. Let it be understood, that the 
quibbling evasions and childish opinions of modern 
pretenders to orthodoxy, form no part of our creed, 
and have no weight in influencing our decisions. 
We use words according to their obvious and neces- 
sary import, and shall consider our correspondents 
accountable for the terms and phrases they intro- 
duce, any notions they may possess to the contrary 
notwithstanding.* Therefore, if it is a “ coutradic- 
to say that no man is free to do that 
which God has forbidden, then congruity consists in 


tion in terms,” 


saying, that man is nof free to do that which God 





*Quere. What became of Paul's free agency, when he 
was going to Damascus, and was arrested in his mad ca- 
reer, by the omaipotence of Jehovah? We consider this 
to be a sweeping objection to this absurd hypothesis. Con- 
Vinee a blind man that he is a free agent, and can choose or 
refuse the best and safest path, and his folly will cause him 
to reject the guidance of a helper, and precipitate him to 
destruction 


| commands ! 














Here are premises and conclusions 
for the consideration of T. G.’s leisure. 

Not being willing that ourselves or others should 
crowd the columns of this Paper with saperfluous 
and unprofitable matter, we purpose to bring this 
discussion to a speedy olose, by giving it a shape 
which shall be too p-onminent and visible in its fea- 

We therefore ask, 
From whence came it? 
What was intended to be accomplished by it ? 


tures to be easily mistaken. 
What is free agency ? 


The first question is invariably answered thus— 
Free agency is a power to choose and refuse. The 
second thus—God invested man with free agency, 
Now the 
third question must be answered, What was God's 
Or, 


design to accomplish by this free 


thereby constituting him a free agent. 


design in furnishing man with this power ? 
what did God 
agency ? Evasion and sophistry cannot effect an 
escape from the conclusion, that if God designed 
any thing, the thing designed mus# be attained o1 
accomplished, or God’s design is frustrated ; which 
militates against his power, or wisdom, or both. 
Revelation and reason will not, cannot admit this. 
If God designed that man’s power of free agency 
should eventuate in his salvation, then, man will as 


li God de- 


signed that man’s free ageney should result in his 


certainly be saved as he is a tree agent. 


damnation and destruction, then man will as cer- 
If God 
never designed any thing, when he constituted man 


tainly be damned as he is a free agent. 


a tree agent, then nothing will ever be accomplish- 
ed by man’s free agency, in conformity to the will 
Now we are assured, that it “is 
Therefore, 
itmust be conceded, that God never gave man any 


or design ot God. 


God’s will shat all men shall be saved.” 


power, (cail it free agency, or whatever you please,} 
which could possibly prevent the accomplishment o4 
his purposes. We, therefore, contend, that, it God 
designed to accemplish any thing by man’s tree 
agency, what God designed must be accomplished 
And it God never designed to accomplish any thing 
by man’s free agency, then contingency, or, if you 
please, the chance of the Atheist, will alone deter- 
inine the final condition of all God’s rational crea- 
ation. To our correspondent, and to all men, we 
say, Here are the premises and conclusions. It 
you enter the lists in favour of your tree agency, the 
weapons are spread before you. You have no 
escape. Their points are dipped in Trutn, and 
will pierce your errors and sever your sophistry in 
a moment! 

The character of God, as a wise and good Being, 
is irreconcileable with this modern hypothesis at 
iree agency. For a wise Being would never leave 
the all-important concern of the endless well-being 
of myriads of his beloved and susceptible offspring, 
to the sport and uncertainty of chance! Wisdom 
would foresee the evil, and provide aremedy. A 
good Being would never place in jeopardy the ob- 
jects of his love, and, unconcerned, permit them to 
be destroyed with endless wretchedness, from any 
cause, or by any power. Reason, which is Truth 
and Heavenly illumination, will for ever be at war 
with such horrible conclusions. Conclusions, which 
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rob God of every attribute which can exalt his char- 


eter above the devil, Qworrisre! O most 


HORRIBLE ! 

But there is another, and not the least, objection 
to this impious and absurd doctrine. Agency, with- 
out ability, is like a deadly weapon in the hands of a 
madman. Is mana free agent? What is to be the 
consequence of his use and abuse of this power ? 
Ans. ENDLESS, INTERMINABLE felicity, or wo tn- 
describable! Reader, stand you aghast! Let your 
face be livid !—Your knees smite each other, while 
your trembling frame shudders with horror inex- 
pressible ! What are you about? Know thou, that 
the Author of your being is unaffected and uncon- 
cerned with your fate; and left you to soar in a 
Heaven of your own precuring, or sink in never- 
ending wretchedness, the fruit of your own folly and 
imbecility, and will never extend the helping hagd, 
to rescue you from the tremendous fate 
awaits you! Do you believe this ? (We speak plain, 
fer the occasion demands it.) Answer you, Yes. 
Tis false. The horrible conviction of such a ter- 
rible reality, would drive you to madness, suicide 
and death. Let the fate of thousands, who have 
arrived to the faith of the accursed conclusion, that 
diod had left them a prey to misery and wo, attest 
the truth of our declaration. Men will not reason— 
and without reasoning they can never arrive at just 


which 


conclusions. See you free agent, an arrant knave 
or fool! Why are his powers dormant? Where 
are his boasted faculties? Why is he blinded, in 
the midst of his illuminations, to the realities which 
surround him, to the tremendous convictions which 
his powers should awaken? A heaven of peace, 
and a hell of horror, passes in review before him, 
and he, unconcerned, busies himself about the straws 
and wind ; or the passing ribbons and equipage of 
his brother fools! Surely, this would be slander if 
it were not truth, that man, with all his boasted 
powers and faculties, is a fool! But he is a free 
And what is a free agent? A creature 
Alind to his own interest. Unconcerned, when a 
hell of interminable wretchedness is the forfeit of 
his misusing his wonderful wisdom and powers, and 


agent ! 


a heaven of rapturous felicity is offered as the re- 
ward of his exertions, But all this cannot move 
him.—His free agency is stagnant,—It is a property 
which the divine chymists of the day cannot ana- 
lyze. Whatisit? O! It is free agency. 

We are not trifling with a momentous subject. 
We are only “ shooting folly as it flies.” Reader, 
is this free agent qualified to act? Pause—before 
you decide. Remember, he is a fool! He cannot 
be moved by all the hopes of heaven, nor by all the 
horrors of bell. He has no inducement, save the 
impulse which is given by his free agency. What is 
that? Why, wothing at all. He is stupid, while 
his days are numbering; and he meets his fate, 
without a summons, and receives, for pay, a heaven 
he could never contemplate, or a hell, the miseries 
of which his mind could never understand. His 
whole conduct, on the very face of it, is like the 
child, who prefers copper coin to silver, giving a 
preference to gugntily over quality. And all this, for 





the cogent reason, that the free agent is a fool. 
Wisdom would never conduct in this manner. No! 
Your free agent is trading with a capital, and alto- 
gether ignorant of its amount. Dealing in goods, 
without knowing any thing of their real value. 
A mere idiot! The sticklers for free agency must 
bear all this. and comfort themselves with reflections 
of their wisdom and greatness. We conclude this 
paragraph, by saying, “ Facts are stubborn things.” 

To 'T. G.’s interrogations we reply—God has de- 
elared “that which is good.” But man, blinded 
through the deceitfulness of stn, (i. e. listening to 
his own desires and wishes, his free agency, if you 
please,) is not disposed to believe God, but would 
rather trust to himself, and gather inspiration from 
his fellows. Lihertyis power. Knowledge is pow- 
er. An ¢enorant man is a slave, and is weak. 
Liberty, without power, is impossible. “ Where 
the Spirit of the Lord 1s, (love,) there is liberty ;” 
and there is no liberty from any other source. We 
repeat our oft made declaration—The offiees of 
Christ are, “to open the blind eyes, to bring the 
prisoner out of the prison,” &e. T. G.’s free agent 
is blind, and in prison. A wretched freedom, or 
liberty, this! God’s declaration is, “ J will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.” A declaration, 
of all others, the farthest removed from the modern 
hypothesis of free agency. 

[To be continuéd.) 

Note.—Our correspondent, we trust, will not be 
offended with the liberty we have taken in adapting 
our phraseology to suit, what we consider, a very 
absurd doctrine. We consider the principles we 
combat distinct from T. G., they being a generally 
received hypothesis by all Atminians, who rob God 
of his omnipotence and wisdom, and transfer them, 
by stealth, to the creature, who is injured, instead 
of being benefited, by the illegitimate acquisition. 

_—{— 


SERMON, 
Delivered in the Duane-street @urch, on Sabbath 
evening, May 4, by Waettam Hacanorn. 

Published by request of the Standing Committee. 

PROVERES XI. 51. 
“ Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.” 

It is a sentiment that has obtained a very exten- 
sive sanction in the Christian world, that in this 
life, the righteous are miserable, and the wicked 
happy:and itis a sentiment as fraught with insincerity 
as it is opposed to the plainest testimonies of sacred 
writ, and contrary to the every day experience of 
its most confident professors. The insincerity of 
this hypothesis appears evident in the fact, that 
those who profess it, will not consider it as applica- 
ble to themselves. They will tell you, that itisa 
pity good people are so unprosperous in their cir- 
cumstances, and so unhappy in their social and pri- 
vate relations; while the wicked triumph in all 
their wickedness, and riot in the enjoyment of their 
unmerited fortune. “ Itisapity,” say they, “ thatthe 
righteous are so borne down by affliction, while the 
wicked are basking in the sunshine of Providential 
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favour, and enjoying all the felicity of contentment 
and cheerfulness.” 

This, my friends, would indeed be a pity if it 
were true ; and they who declare it to be true, make 
use of this mistaken theory to disprove our text, and 
to establish the very reverse of its meaning. They 
will tell you, that this their favorite theory is a mys- 
tery in their minds: for, say they, “ it is not so with 
ourselves. We are always blest in our righteous- 
ness; not, perhaps, adequately, for we expect a full 
recompense hereafter; but we do experience that 
* wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace.’ Our personal experience 
teaches us, that ‘* the eves of the Lord are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their ery :’ and, 
in relation to ourselves, we feel, that ‘ the way of the 
transgressor is hard,’ and that ‘ the face of the Lord 


is against them that do evil ;’ we feel the truth of 


these divine testimonies as they relate to ourselves, 


but we cannot see their adaptation to the rest of 


manitind. For,” say they, “ we see the best pro- 
fessing christians, the strictest attendants on church 
worship, the conspicuous patrons of religious socie- 
ties, and the most rigid discouragers of vice and im- 
morality, having their visages furrowed and length- 
ened by habitual concern for their fellow men ; and 
exhibiting, in their manner and conversation, all 
that gloominess and mortification of spirit, which is 
the concomitant of mental wo. ‘These must there- 
tore be unhappy, notwithstanding their great sanc- 
tity of character.” 

Ail this, my friends, may be strictly true. Pro- 
fessing christians, whose christianity is merely pro- 
fessional ; who have the form, but practically deny 
the power of godliness; regular attendants on 
church worship, who, while attending to secular du- 
ties, have not God in all their thoughts ; conspicu- 
ous patrons of religious societies, who labour more 
to propagate their sectarian 
knowledge of God our Saviour ; discouragers of vice 
and immorality, ¥° are extremely solicitous to 
“ pluck the mote Trom, their brother’s eye,” while 
they are miserably bi by “ the beam in their 
own eye ;’—these may, indeed, exhibit in their 
manner and conversation, all that gloominess and 
mortification of soul, which is the concomitant of 
mental wo. Their countenances may indeed be 
furrowed and elongated by habitual concern for their 
fellow men; while they are at rest, as it regards 
themselves, confiding in the hope of a salvation 
which their own righteousness is to accomplish. It 
may all be true, as it regards those who expect to 
take heaven by storm; who believe themselves capa- 
ble, by dint of their own holiness, to gain the great 
reward of eternal joy. And it is equally true, that 
those who are esteemed by the religious world, as 
the wicked, and who are represented as in the en- 
joyment of that “ contentment and cheerfulness” so 
much to be desired, may possess many of those vir- 
tues of which their happiness constitutes the recom- 
pense. The contentment and cheerfulness which 
they are said to possess, are virtues which it is our 
happiness as well as our duty to cherish. And when 
we find them in the possession of those whom we 


dogmas, than the 


superficially regard as strargers to every virtue, we 
often discover them to be the recompense of other 
virtues. They are modest virtues, which we are 
accustomed to overlook in the catalogue, because 
of their humble pretensions—because of that quality 
indeed, which properly forms their best commen- 
dation. They are at once virtues, and the recom- 
pense of virtues; for they are invariably the conse- 
quence of well-doing. We cannot recur to any 
kind or generous action we may have performed, 
and not feel both contented and cheerful in the con- 
templation. If we have rendered an essential ser- 
vice to one who is made happy and grateful by the 
benefit, we cannot look upon the good we have 
done, and the happiness we have been instrumental 
in conferring, without feeling grateful to the Su- 
preme Giver, for having given us the ability and 
disposition to do good ; and happiness, which is but 
the unit of contentment and checrfulness, will be 
our sure recompense. 

It is therefore true, that “the righteous are recom- 
pensed in the earth, much more the wicked and the 
sinner :” and though the reverse of this divine decla- 
ration is insisted on ; yet, when we consider that all 
which can be urged against it, arises in the miscon- 
ception of those characters which are respectively 
spoken of, we cannot, independent of its sacred 
authority, refuse it our unqualified assent. 

I have already said, and now repeat, that the op- 
ponents of the fact stated in our text, uniformly 
admit its truth in relation to themselves, while they 
deny its applicability to the rest of mankind. They 
confidently assert, that the wicked derive happiness 
from their wickedness, and that the righteous are 
the unhappy dupes of the artifice and cunning of 
the ungodly. They will not agree with the Psalm- 
ist, that “the wicked is snared in the work of his 
own hands; that their sword shall enter into their 
own heart, and their bows shall be broken : that a lit- 
tle that a righteous man hath is better than the rich- 
es of many wicked, for the arms of the wicked shall 
be broken, but the Lord upholdeth the righteous. 
That the steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord, and he delighteth in his way, and though he 
fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand.” Nor will they agree 
with the Saviour, who says, of the wicked, “ Verily, 
I say unto you, they have their reward.” They 
cannot endure the declaration, although it was spo- 
ken by our Lord and Saviour, that the wicked have 
their reward. The tense is abhorrent to them; it 
forbids the presumption of that future endless retri- 
bution, which is proclaimed with so much eaget- 
ness and zeal, and of which the advocates are more 
tenacious than they are of the truth of God himself, 
who hath said, by his Spirit, that “ Sorrow and 
sighing shall be done away, and there shall be no 
more pain.” Yes, my friends, notwithstanding the 
suggestions of unbelief, be assured the time is com- 
ing, when, instead of the endless torment of souls, 
“ God himself shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there shall be no more pain.” Then “ all 
shall be taught of God ;” then all his gracious pur- 





poses concerning man shall be unfolded, and then 
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shall every man acknowledge that our text has not 

a limited application ; but that the righteous are 
indeed “ recompensed in the earth, much more the 
wicked and the sinner.” When this text shall be 
understood in its full latitude, there will be none to 
maintain the unseriptural doctrine of future re- 
wards : for there is a perfect contradiction of mean- 
ing between present and future recompense, for 
good or evil deportment. 

What, my friends, would we think of a magistrate, 
who, having recompensed an offender hand in hand 
with his offences, following up every crime with an 
adequate punishment; and, at last, when the old of- 
fender is no more capable of transgressing, by rea- 
son of his infirmities, seizes and sequestrates his de- 
fenceless patrimony, for those very crimes, for 
which the offender had already suffered, according 
to law ? Would we say that this magistrate was dis- 
eharging the duty of a just and upright judge ? We 
certainly would not. ‘The law had fixed the penal- 
ty for each offence, and these several penalties the 
culprit had suffered, immediately on becoming sub- 
ject to them by his offences; yet the judge, by an 
extra-judicial exercise of power, follows with unre- 
lenting severity to the grave, the superannuated of- 
fender, #@ho had been a criminal in his youth, and 
had suffered, at the time, the lawful penalty of his 
guilt. How unjust would be the conduct of this 
magistrate! and how universally would his judg- 
ment be deprecated! O, then, let us not attribute 
such foul injustice to our God, under the mistaken 
idea that, because we call it justice as attributed to 
Him, it therefore is not injustice. God himself de- 
clares, Gen. i. that “ man hath become like one of 
us, knowing good from evil.” If, therefore, we know 
good from evil, such an act as would, in every age, 
by every people, be pronounced unrighteous in man, 
it must be impious to attribute to a righteous God. 
Injustice, call it by what name you please, is still 
injustice: and to attribute injustice to God, by 
whatever name we choose to call it, is most wicked. 
This is not the character of our God; it is not in this 
character that He is revealed to us, in the books of 
Moses and the prophets, or in the writings of the 
evangelists and apostles; nor is He thus “ deline- 
ated in that stately volume, where every leaf is a 
spacious plain, every line a flowing brook, and every 
period a lofty mountain.” No, my friends, the 
hooks, both of nature and revelation, exhibit the 
character of our God in a different light from this. 
Our Bible tells us, that “ He is a just God and a Sa- 
viour ;” and Nature teaches us, that he 1s our munifi- 
cent Patron, our every-day Benefactor. He will 
recompense the guilty tn the earth; the scene of 
their wickedness shall be the scene of their suffer- 
ing; and God will not, like an unrighteous judge, 
follow them beyond the grave, with that endless 
and unrelenting severity, with which, it is impiously 
said, in addition to their recompense in the earth, 
they shall be visited hereafter. 

We are assured, that “ the righteous shall be re- 
compensed in the earth; much more the wicked 
and the sinner.” And although this is the word of 
God, yet, because it is contrary to “ the command- 





ments of men,” we hear it boldly asserted, that 
neither the righteous nor the wicked shall be re- 
compensed in the earth, and that they both shall 
have their recompense in a future world. This 
sentiment is every day reiterated by those whose 
consciences and experience bear testimony of an ep- 
posite character. They will not say, that they, 
themselves, are not recompensed in the earth, for 
all the evil they commit. This would imply their 
liability to that future recompense, which they say 
the wicked shall suffer. But they will tell us, that 
they, themselves, are not adequately recompensed 
in the earth, for all their piety and virtue ; but they 
expect a full recompense in the world to come. 
The truth is, that every such objector, however he 
may insist upon the unscriptural theory of infinite 
suffering for finite transgression, finds his own 
moral experience always opposed to him, Indeed, 
it is essential to our individual, and more especially 
to our social happiness, that dissipation and every 
kind of intemperance, as well as those vices for 
which the civil laws provide a punishment, should 
be the infallible precursors of retributive suffering. 
Were it not for the truly appalling consequences of 
dissipation, what numbers would have been carried 
away, in their youth, by those destructive allure- 
ments which intrude into every walk of life, and 
particularly beset the way of the young and the 
promising ? How many, reclaimed from the se- 
ducements of those early propensities, which, if un- 
restrained, were calculated to ensure their destruc- 
tion, are there now filling respectable places in so- 
ciety, and can look to the penal Jaws of their coun- 
try, to its prisons, its pillories and its gibbets, and 
thank the terrors which they inspired for their mor- 
al salvation? There are numerous examples of 
this kind, practical witnesses to the fact, that the 
misery which follows as the sure consequence of 
crime, operates both as a terror to evil doers, and as 
a praise to those who do well. How then, can it be 
pretended, that the wicked are happy, when the 
mere apprehension of those consequences which 
follow in the train of transgression, froduces this 
wonderful effect upon their conduct! When these 
consequences are so many moral restraints, opera- 
ting upon the fears of the licentious, and, in many 
instances, reclaiming them from vice. No, my 
friends, the wicked are not happy. “ They have 
their reward.” They “are recompensed in the 
earth ;” and their recompense is administered, by 
our Heavenly Father, for the wisest and most bene- 
ficent purposes, to his people. 

It is a subject of triumph to all believers in uni- 
versal benevolence, who live according to the pre- 
cepts inculcated by this belief, that the opinion 
which stands in opposition to our text, is divided 
against itself, and, therefore, it canfot stand. It is 
an unscriptural theory, and expressive not only of 
extreme weakness, but also of extreme discontent 
under the providence of God. It is the common 
practice of the wicked, when suffering under the re- 
compense of their guilt, to exclaim, ‘ How une- 
qually are the mercies of Providence bestowed! my 
neighbour, who is an infidel in doctrine, and a mere 
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moral man in practice, seems perfectly happy ; and 
I, notwithstanding my long prayers and my many 


observances, my well known charity, my mortifica - 


tions, my vows, my hatred of Universal Salvation 
by the atonement, and my works in behalf of my 
own salvation ; notwithstanding all these, I am mis- 
Deluded man.—Are these the claims 
upon which thou dost risk the salvation of thy soul ? 
Hast thou no other foundation upon which to erect 
the hopes of thy salvation ? None! Then art thou, 


indeed, miserable !—an unprefitable servant, gro- 


erable!” 


ping thy precarious way in outer darkness, where 
thy weeping, thy wailing, and thy gnashing of teeth, 
may proclaim thy sorrow, but cannot alleviate the 
agony of thy soul. Alas! poor soul, how art thou 
oppressed by the enemies of thy peace, warring con- 
tinually against thee. But thou shalt be released 
Though thy foes are pow- 
erful, thy Friend, thy Creator, is almighty: and the 
time must come, when unbelief and self-sufficiency, 
and all the iniquitous bonds which now hold thee in 
subjection, shall be severed by the hand of death : 
thou shalt come out from among them, and thou 
shalt be separate ; for thy Redeemer hath ordained 
it: 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God ; for his apostle hath declared it. 


from thy prison-house. 


and thou shalt be delivered from the bondage ot 


But the righteous, abso, “are recompensed in 
the earth.” 
tender, is this our reward ? 


What! exclaims the self-sufficient pre- 
alter all our mental 
agonies, our deep repentance, and onr anxieties foi 
our future welfare, shall we not be rewarded here- 
after? No, misguided man. “ The righteous shall 
be recompensed in the earth, as well as the wicked 


, 


and the sinner.” As for your mental agonies, they 
are not merits: they constitute your recompense 
for unbelief. If you had made Him your refuge, 
whose “ yoke is easy, and whose burden is light,” 
instead of depending on your own works, these 
agonies would not have been felt. Your repent- 
ance, according to its sincerity, is recompensed in 
the earth. And that anxiety for your future wel- 
fare, of,whiah you boast, is the identity of that un- 
belief, disobedience and presumption, which consti- 
tute their own recompense. It is unbelief, because 
it is distrusting the promises of God. 
dience, because it is taking thought for the morrow ; 
ind it is presumption, because it is undertaking 


your own salvation ; and thus trampling under foot 


It is disobe- 


the blood of the covenant, crucifying the Lord 
* But,” 
says the delinquent, “my minister exhorts his peo- 
ple to be thus anxious. He tells us, that we must 
That we 
must take deep and effectual thought to secure that 


afresh, and putting him to an open shame. 


take thought for the things of eternity. 


salvation, which, it is true,the Saviour came to ac- 
complish, but ®hich, we fear, he has not been able 
fully to effectuate.” And is it indeed true, that 
Christians are told, from the Christian pulpit, by a 
Christian minister, that Jesus hath imperfectly per- 
formed his office! He came to redeem that which 
was lost by the disobedience of our first parents. 
He came to fulfil the promises made to Abraham, 
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tions and families of the earth should be blessed 
He came pursuant to the “ good tidings of great joy 
unto all people,” which was announced by the mes- 
senger from Jehovah’s court. He came to be “the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world :” and yet, not- 
withstanding the unqualified nature of his mission ; 
notwithstanding the immense importance of that 
which He came to seek and to save ; notwithstand- 
ing the omnipotence with which his embassy was 
vested; notwithstanding that sacredness of char- 
acter, that unlimited charity and good will to men, 
by which the Captain of our salvation was distin- 
guished ; did they all prove insufficient? And is 
the eternal purpose of God, which existed before 
the world, and which is called, in the parable, a 
great gulf which cannot be passed ; is this almighty 
ind all-prevailing purpose thus cruelly abandoned ? 
Our Jesus has not 
thus deserted the charge committed tohim. He is 
faithful that promised ; and, eternal thanks and hat- 
lelujahs to his name, he hath not trusted our salva- 
tion out of his own almighty hands. We are indeed 
redeemed! not from that perdition whieh was 


My friends, this cannot be true. 


invented by the Romish Church, and which blazes 
only in the dogmas that emanate from that polluted 
source, and in the terrified bosoms of those who are 
thereby recompensed for their doubts and unbelief ; 
but we are redeemed from the dominion of sin, and 
Who is there that 
thinks himself excluded from this redeimption ? 
None but the maniac. 


restored to the favour of God. 


The seli-righteous do not 
think themselves excluded ; and the believer has the 
assurance that none are excluded. It is only the 
maniac, Who has been driven to madness and des- 
pair by the frightful representations that teem from 
the Christian pulpit, after bis weak imtellect has 
been overpowered by those dreadful denunciations 
which a dogmatic priesthood have imposed upon 
the Christian world, what 
hecatombs of human victims hast thou already sac- 


rificed! How long wilt thou be permitted to wear 


Monstrous delusion! 


the Christian name, deny the Christian faith, and 
' 


destroy the Christian’s hope! O! when will man- 
kind unite in adoring “the Lamb of God, who 
When super- 
stition and bigotry, and religious intolerance shall 


taketh away the sins of the world ?” 


have submitted to the religion of Jesus; then, and 
not till then, will this happy period arrive: and then 
will that pretended righteousness, which groans be- 


neath the “ recompense” 


of its impostures, no lon- 
gei afflict the souls of its victims, nor imprecate the 
judgments of Heaven upon the children of men. 
—<j>—_ 
From the National Advocate. 
EXCOMMUNICATION. 

Among the publications of the day, a pamphiet 
has appeared, entitled “ Excommunication of Mrs. 
Maria Townsend, from the communion of the Brick 
Presbyterian Church in Beekman-street, for perse- 
vering disbelief of the doctrine of the everlasting 
punishment of the wicked,” &c. 
surprise were excited, not that any person should 


Our curiosity and 





Isaac, and Jacob, that, “in their seed, all the na- 





disbelieve in a doctrine contrary to reason, contrary 
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to Scripture, and contrary to the merciful character 
of the Almighty, but that in a country where rea- 
son is free, and opinions protected by law, any per- 
son should be excommunicated for a free expression 
of this belief. Indeed the word excommunicated, 
itself, startled us. We had read something of it in 
the laws of the Visigoths, Chindasiunda, and Re- 
cessuinda. Atthe period of the second crusade, 
under Louis the Young, and under Philip the Fair, 
Under that 


famous inquisitor, Torquemedas, those who escaped 


some frightful edicts were published. 


the rack and the stake, were only mercifully excom- 
municated, and their property confiscated. The 
Sovereign Pontiff exercises the privilege of excom- 
munication, but this was more a political than a re- 
ligious rite, as most of the Christian Kings were un- 
der the control of the Pope; it is a power the most 
delicate, the most awful, because it reaches the soul, 
not the body; it effects the eternal, not the tempo- 
ral felicity of men. Judge then of our surprise, that 
in this country, in this city, in this century, in the 
broad blaze of tolerance, reason, and philosophy, 
where the Almighty has enlightened, has spared, 
has protected; a woman is driven from His holy 
presence by a minister, because she doubted whe- 
ther the wicked (and we are all wicked in thought 
or aetion) were everlastingly punished. 

It appears that this lady had reflected seriously 
onthe subject, and had addressed a pious letter to 
her pastor, Dr. Spring, a most worthy man, in which 
she gave copious extracts from the Old and New 
Testaments, calculated to disprove the doctrine so 
zealously maintained in that church, that there was 
no hope, no salvation, for the wicked. The trus- 
tees cited her to appear before them to explain or 
renounce her heresy, but as she had fully explained 
her opinions and convictions in her letter, she de- 
clined appearing, and begged permission tranquilly 
to retire from the church in all humility and love ; 
it being understood that she had joined, or was 
about to join the Universalist Church, the doctrines 
of which appeared to her more in consonance with 
reason, and the merciful and forgiving character of 
God. She should have been tranquilly permitted 
to retire ; because she had not abandoned her faith; 
she had not apostatized from her religion; her lan- 
guage is devout and pious _ her principles are ortho- 
dox ; but she reasoned and doubted the force of some 
polemical points, and she entered another sanctu- 
ary, and worshipped before another altar, and it is said 
in Scripture, “ Wherever three persons are assembled 
in my name, saith the Lord, there will I also be.” 

A committee from the Brick Meeting waited upon 
her; endeavoured to “convince ber of her error ;” 
endeavoured to satisfy her that God could not par- 
don a repentant sinner, and that the wicked must be 
everlastingly damned. She remained firm and un- 
yielding, defended the dignity, the mercy, and the 
loving kindness of the Great Jehovah, and they left 
her to her fate. The proceedings were as follows: 
At a meeting of the Session of the Brick Church, 

Beekman-street, held in Session Room, Friday, 

June 28, 1822. 

The committee in the case of Mrs. Maria Town- 


send, reported, that they had called on Mrs. 'T. and 
made a last effort to convince her of her error, and 
they regret to say, that their efforts were without any 
salutary effects. 

Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommu- 
nicated from this Church, and that the first public 
anvunciation of this sentence be made the ensuing 
Lord’s Day. 

Ordered, That the following minute be made in 
the above case. 

Whereas Maria Townsend hath been, by suffi- 
cient proof, convicted of persevering disbetief of the 


Whereupon, 


doctrine of the everlasting punishment of the wick 

Led, and after much admonition and prayer, obsti 

nately refused to hear the Church, and hath mani- 
fested no evidence of repentance, therefore, in the 
name, and by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
this Session pronounce her to be excluded from the 
communion of the Chureh. 

Ordered, That the Clerk furnish Mrs. Townsend 
with a copy of the above proceedings in her case. 
Memorandum taken by a friend of Mrs. Townsend. 

The annunciation threatened in letter of 29th 
June, was made the day following, (Sunday) by Dr. 
Spring, from the pulpit, as near as my recollection 
serves me, in the following words— 

“Tt has become my painful duty to announce that 
Mrs. Maria Townsend, a member of this Churely, 
has for two years past, persevered in denying the 
doctrine of the everlasting punishment of the wick- 
ed, and has presented her children for dedication, 
at that place of pretended worship, where the doc- 
trine is taught that the wicked will be saved as well 
as the righteous.” 

The above shows how far the power of the church 
would extend were it not shackled by law and re- 
It proves something 
more—lIt proves that the doctrines of Christianity 
are not understood and practised in that church, 


stiicted by public opinion. 


because, in the decree of excommunication which 
was intended to drive this female from hope and 
eternity, another Christian Church is denounced as 
pretenders, because hope and salvation are held out 
to the repentant sinner in that church. 

We heard a zealous churchman complain, that 
the Unitarians were spreading themselves over this 
country in formidable numbers, and were gradually 
sapping the foundation of the Christian Religion. 
If such is God’s intention, man cannot prevent it ; 
but we would ask if measures like the foregoing 
will not drive persons to any church rather than to 
one so unsocial and unnatural in its doctrines, so 
violent and intolerant in its measures ¢ 

Politics and Religion have been considered as 
noble subjects, and an affinity has been drawn be- 
tween them; they are essentially different: we de 
nounce a politician when he deserts his principles 
or his party, because man must be bound by some 
rules in the social compact; but who slall dare, in 
the name of the Most High, to banish his brother 
from the Throne of Grace and Mercy? Who shall 
presume to say, in the name of the Lord God, come 
not into the presence of thy Maker, fly to the desert. 
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look not on the face of God, for thou art cursed as 


an infidel and unbeliever ? 

We deeply regret to hear such doctrines broach- 
ed, to see such power exercised ; it is foreign trom 
true religion, itis foreign from universal charity 
and good will towards men; an awful responsibility 
rests on hii who drives any person from the altar, 
iny supplicant from the Throne of Mercy. 

_—~—-— 
Fron the National Intelligencer. 
TO THE EDITORS, 

Gentlemen—At the risk of being classed among 
the “ INFIDELS,” where certain mild, gentle, con- 
siderate professors of Christianity, have placed you, 
I must beg permission to offer a few remarks on the 
ease of Mrs. Townsend, as detailed in a late pam- 
phiet published in New-York. 

Mis. Townsend, it appears, having doubts re- 
specting the truth of a single article of belief, pro- 
fessed by the communicants, of the church to which 
she belonged, wrote a letter to the Pastor, stating 
her dissent, and “ respectfully requesting a dissolu- 
tion of her connexion wilh the Church, without a 
public trial.” 
mittee of Conference was sent to argue the point, 


This request was denied; a Com- 


who, finding her unmoveable in her belief, a session 
was held, and the tollowing resolution passed, viz : 

“ Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommu- 
nicated from this Church, and that the first puBLic 
ANNUNCIATION OF THIS SENTENCE be made the en- 
suing Lord's Day.” 


It is unnecessary to appeal to any man whose 


heart is not hardened into stone, by the influence of 


bigotry and fanaticism combined, in order to excite 
the keenest indignation at the stern and cruel dis- 
regard here employed towards the feelings of a re- 
spectable matron. I will venture to say, that there 
is nothing in the history of the bitter and inflexible 
warfare of different sects, in the most ignorant and 
bigoted ages of the world, more strongly marked 
with every character of daring and reckless inhu- 
manity, than this case, which is a disgrace to the 
age, and a double disgrace to the country in which 
we live. 

It is at war with the mild spirit of religion ; it is 
an outrage upon the feelings of humanity; it is a 
wanton and cruel sporting with the heart of one who 
belongs to a sex, which none but brutes and cow- 
ards would dare thus to assail; it is an attempt to 
coerce men and women into a belief, in a particular 
point of doctrine, by the fear of public reproach and 
denunciation. 

And this happens, this is permitted, in a country 
where it is solemnly acknowledged, nay, asserted as 
one of the fundamental principles of the Constitu- 
tion, that a difference in religious opinions, shall 
not subject either man, woman, or child, to civil dis- 
ability or clerical persecution ! I should like to know 
what persecution is ? If to drag a matron before the 
public, for the purpose of holding her up to the 
scorn and detestation of an assembled congregation, 
gathered together to hear the words of peace and 
good-will to all mankind—if to denounce her as an 
apostate from the true faith, and turn her adrift, as 


it were, with the mark of Cain upon her forehead, 
to be an object of horror to her brethren and sisters, 
with whom she has been accustomed to kneel at the 
foot-stool of God, to offer up her prayers to the 
Throne of Grace—to utter her thanks, to ask for- 
civeness for herself and all her enemies—if this is 
not persecttion, nay, the keenest, the most heart- 
breaking persecution, | know not what persecution 
is. At this moment, and for the remainder of her 
life, this helpless matron is, and will so continue, an 
object of indescribable horror to her most intimate 
associates; the ties which knit her to that circle, 
with whom she has been accustomed, perhaps from 
her infancy, to exchange the courtesies and good 
offices of friendly intimacy, are broken, most likely 
for ever. She will be thrown upon the world anew, 
to form new connexions with society, and when she 
meets any of her sister communicants in the church, 
that has thus flung her from its bosom, it will be 
their duty to pass her with an averted eye. 

Is not this persecution? [Is not this spirit, 
which dictated this PuBLic ouTRAGE on the feel- 
ings and the good name of a respectable matron, the 
same which presided at the stake of the martyrs, 
the auto de fes, of the Inquisition, restrained, in- 
deed, from such bloody excesses, by the laws, but 
still atriving at ends almost as cruel, through the 
circuitous wiles of a crafty church discipline ? Does 
any one believe that, but for these restraints, the 
persecuting spirit that dictated this public exposure 
of a matron, for conscientiously dissenting from a 
particular point of faith, would have stopped short 
until it had persecuted her even unto death ? 

It is time, and high time, if it be not already too 
late, to put a stop to such open violations of the 
spirit of all those constitutions under which we live, 
to declare by a solemn act of the legislature, that 
no inhabitant of these United States, “ by the bless 
ing of God free and independent,” forfeits his right 
as a citizen by dissenting from any particular sys- 
tem of belief—his right to the protection of his per- 
son, his property, aye, and what is dearer than all 
these, of his reputation, by entering or departing 
from acommunion with any church, as his reason 
and conscience dictates. Let them stay with a 
church as long as they please, and when they re- 
quest a dismissal let it not be accompanied by a 
PUBLIC DISCHARGE, as if they had committed some 
horrible crime. LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 
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